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QUESTION 1

Identify the error in the following sentence: 

It\\'s not my fault that the car has a dent in its rear bumper: the driver behind me failed to stop at the red light. 

A. It\\'s 

B. that 

C. its 

D. failed to stop 

E. No error 

Correct Answer: E 

Explanation: The correct answer is "No error" because there is no error in this sentence. This sentence does, however,
feature the commonly confused "it\\'s" and "its." Remember that "its" is the possessive form of "it" and "it\\'s" is a
contraction of "it is." Whenever you\\'re not sure which word is correct, read the sentence aloud and substitute "it is" for
"its" and "it\\'s." Would it make sense to say "It is not my fault" or "the car has a dent in it is rear bumper"? Obviously, "it
is" works in the first part of the sentence, but not in the second. "It\\'s" and "its," therefore, are used correctly in this
example. 

 

QUESTION 2

Determine whether the underlined portion of the sentence below is correct or whether it needs to be revised. Choose
the correct option. 

"I didn\\'t hear you." she exclaimed. 

A. No error 

B. hear you!" she 

C. hear you," she 

D. hear you:" she 

E. hear you." She 

Correct Answer: C 

Explanation: A comma is necessary if an attribution is going to be made. 

 

QUESTION 3

Identify the error in the following sentence: 

These brief setbacks despite being annoying, did not dissuade Leonard from his long-term goal. 
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A. setbacks despite 

B. annoying, 

C. Leonard 

D. long-term goal. 

E. No error 

Correct Answer: A 

Explanation: There should be a comma after setbacks. 

 

QUESTION 4

Determine whether the underlined portion of the sentence below is correct or whether it needs to be revised. Choose
the correct option. 

If you do not believe my claim, you should have the decency to say so. 

A. No error 

B. you could have the decency to say so. 

C. you should have the decency, to say so. 

D. you would have the decency to say so. 

E. you decently could say so. 

Correct Answer: A 

Explanation: This sentence is correct as written. 

 

QUESTION 5

Determine whether the underlined portion of the sentence below is correct or whether it needs to be revised. Choose
the correct option. 

They hopped down off the table; and went to go pick up the napkins. 

A. No error 

B. off the table: and went 

C. off the table, went 

D. off the table and went 

E. off the table, and went 

Correct Answer: D 
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Explanation: There is no need for punctuation to separate these two continuous actions. 
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